
 
 

Global Citizenship Course & Capstone Project  
“Quick Look” Description 

 
 

Dates: 4+ weeks  
Location: Western Cape, South Africa 
Program Coordinator: Zachary Lager (Sibanye Gap Programs Country Director) 
 
Course Introduction 
We currently live in a moment in history that is increasingly characterized by the complexity of globalization. 
Information and communication technology is more accessible than ever.  The flow of people and mass 
migrations continue to increase in scale and scope. Global flows of capital far exceed a trillion dollars each 
day, and, corporations, both large and small, have a growing global reach. Finally, the impact of ecological 
disturbances can be felt around the world and it is more and more difficult to isolate cause and effect. 
However, despite all of the opportunities that come with globalization, it is has been a very uneven process that 
presents significant challenges both at a highly individual level as well as at a global level. 

So what does it mean to be a global citizen in today’s world?  Where do we fit in as individuals?  How do we 
act on our values and make sense of their impact on the world? How do we balance our multiple allegiances, 
identities and responsibilities within the larger global society?  Based on Gandhi’s famous phrase “be the 
change you want to see in the world,” Sibanye Participants will interact and work with a diversity of South 
Africans to gain insight into these questions and more during our Global Citizenship Course. The end result will 
be a guided, small group, action based capstone project that in some way demonstrates the groups 
engagement with the idea of global citizenship.  

Course Objectives and Learning Goals* 

The course will be a combination of experiential learning, service learning and civic engagement, small group 
work and some theory based academic work. The course will be implemented through a scaffolded process in 
which each participant and the group as a whole will be guided by Sibanye Mentors tin order to help 
understand the different concepts that are presented and to develop a meaningful capstone project. The class 
will meet 2-3x/week and has the following learning objectives/outcomes: 

● Develop an understanding of the context and complexity of globalization/global citizenship and how it 
intersects with different themes such as gender, livelihoods, family dynamics, faith/religion/spirituality, 
race/ethnicity, socio-economic class, culture/national identity and the environment;  

● Learn about different methodologies and strategies for project development and action based research; 
● Interact and engage with local experts and local projects; 
● Develop a better sense of what global citizenship means to you as an individual in the world. 

Learning Outcomes*  

● 12+ hours of classroom contact sessions;  
● 1 weekly assignment based on a core reading and discussion; 
● Small group capstone project and presentation (to be presented during the final week of the course); 
● Individual Journal/Portfolio that documents the learners interaction with global citizenship; 
● 12+ hours civic engagement/service learning. 

 

* Upon Enrollment into the Sibanye Summer Program, each participant will receive a complete course syllabus including a 
weekly schedule, instructions for group work, reading list and weekly assignment questions. 


